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Abstract: 

Title: Unveiling of Lateral canals 

Lateral canals are the channels of communication between the main body of the root canal and the 

periodontal ligament space. They can arise anywhere along its length, at right angles to the main canal. 

The accessory canals are found in the apical few millimeters and forming the apical delta. Lateral 

canals are mainly located in the coronal or middle third of the root, which usually extend horizontally 

from the main canal.  

Lateral canals are usually not visible in preoperative radiographs. The occurrences of lateral canals are 

usually suspected only when there is a localized thickening of the periodontal ligament on the lateral 

surface of the root or when a lateral periodontitis lesion is present. After root canal obturation, lateral 

canals can also be visualized on radiographs when a consistent amount of filling material is forced into 

the ramifications by compaction. 

In this presentation, we will analyze how to do the effective irrigation of lateral canals with an 

antimicrobial solution and if there is any correlation between unfilled lateral canals and inflammation 

of the periodontal ligament. 

  


